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FOURTEENTIL ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BROOKLYN PARK COMMISSIONERS, 


For THe YrAR 18738. 


To tHe HonorasLe tHE Mayor anp Common Councin OF THE 
Crry or Brooktyn: 


The Brooklyn Park Commissioners, in compliance with the 
law which prescribes and regulates their functions, beg leave 
to submit to the Honorable the Mayor and Common Council 
of the city the following report of their operations for the 
year 1873, together with a statement of their receipts and ex- 
penditures for the same period: 

Full details of the work are given in the accompanying 
reports of the Landscape Architects and Chief Engineer. 

In view of the fact that the further appropriation of money 
to be expended for construction was limited by the Legisla- 
ture to the year just closed, the Commission has endeavored, as 
far as possible, to anticipate the results of the necessary sus- 
pension of the work of improvement. It has been their duty 
to study and foresee the utilities which would in part naturally 
grow out of and be developed by the establishment of a Park 
in our city, and the record for the year, elsewhere contained 
in this report, indicates not only a very large number of vis- 
itors, but shows a considerable increase over that of the 
preceding year. It is, therefore, evident that our citizens 
already count upon the Park as an available and desirable 
resource, wherewith to secure health and pleasure, and appre- 
ciate the value of the possibilitie, afforded within so desirable 
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and accessible an area, for exercise, rest, aud recreation. An- 
other and important evidence of the growth in the use of the 
Park is in the gradual increase in the means of public con- 
vevance, by which the Park may be readily reached from all 
parts of the city. 

Any pleasure or recreation involving the expenditure of 
money, naturally entails more or less difficulty in its attain- 
ment to our poorer citizens. For this reason the Park may be 
said to be fortunately located, as it can be reached within the 


limit of a single car-fare by those living at a distance, and. 


by those who may be sickly or infirm, or charged with the care 
of young children; while to a large portion of our citizens, 
on the other hand, the Park is within the limits of a moder- 
ate pedestrian venture. 

With such considerations before them, the Commission 
have dictated improvements which were likely to give to the 
people as much of the Park area as was possible for their use ; 
and the system of drives and walks being deemed to special- 
ly contribute to this end, have been completed so far as con- 
templated in the present design, with the exception of a few 
points incident to the finishing of entrances and bridge 
approaches, the recessary delay in the completion of which, 
presents no appreciable obstacle to free and ready access to all 
points of the Park. 

During the past season a force of about 800 men have been 
employed, chiefly in regulating the unfinished surfaces com- 
prised within the somewhat extended area lying along Ninth 
avenue and Iifteenth street, upon which but little work had 
been previously done. <A part of this force was also employed 


in shaping the south and west slopes of Lookout Hull, the . 


condition of the work in both of these areas being such as to 
require some preparation to fit them for more general use, and 
to protect their surfaces from action of the elements, in view 
of the contemplated cessation of work; while their complete 
embellishment could very properly be deferred to another 
season. 

The other operations of the Park force have been of a 
desultory character, the more prominent and important of 
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which, in relation to the public interest, being those in 
connection with the Concert Grove and Plaza improvements, 
and consisting largely of mechanical work under special con- 
tract. . 

In the Concert Grove it is designed to afford an attractive 
meeting-ground for all classes of visitors, and to combine in 
an accessible way the music, which is to be permanently lo- 
cated on the small island in the Lake facing the improve- 
ment, with the boating accomodations, the main landing form- 
ing a part of the water-front of the Lower Terrace. 

It is expected that this area will be a gathering point for 
visitors in fair weather, not only on occasions of special in- 
terest, but also under the ordinary circumstances of a visit to 
the Park during that portion of the year when the tempera- 
ture invites the people to the pleasures of the open air. 

Lhis work, with the Fountain and Plaza Area, will probably 
be completed during the ensuing season. 

An ornamental railing has been placed around the Basin, 
and arrangements partly completed by which the Fountain is 
to be operated and controlled. 

The size of the Basin and the capabilities of the design for 
the Fountain, when completed, will make the display excep- 
tional. 

Lamp-posts and lamps have been placed around the inner 
line of the plaza, with the view of lighting for the public use 
the important thoroughfares passing through this Area. 


THE PUBLIC USE OF THE PARK. 


The Park Commissioners have not been exempt from em- 
harrassment and difficulties in their administration ; nor, per- 
haps, would it be entirely practicable to adjust the regulations 
and rules for their management so evenly as to meet the 
wants and expectations of all classes. They feel gratified, 
however, to be able to record the fact that the greater number 
of visitors have readily recognized the propriety of the very 
reasonable regulations established for their observance, and 
have yielded to them a cheerful acquiescence, while an excep- 
tional few only have opposed restraints which are obviously 
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necessary to insure general gratification and convenience. 
Petty thefts of flowers and shrubbery, and wanton damage of 
property, are less frequent than in former years; fast driving, 
also, which at first was of common occurrence, is now on the 
decrease, and, as a natural consequenee, the safety and pleasure 
of those walking and driving in the Park is much enhanced. 

In establishing regulations for the Park, the desire has been 
to afford to each visitor every reasonable facility for enjoying 
the advantages which all good citizens are entitled to, and it 
is gratifying to know that a somewhat liberal construction as 
to these privileges, and our experience of several years, has 
demonstrated that this hberality has not been inconsistent 
with the public good. 

Special provision has been made for the public convenience 
and enjoyment in the way of structures for refreshment and 
general accommodation. These buildings are either under 
the direct charge of Park employees, or are let to experienced 
tenants, under suitable restrictions and regulations to ensure 
good management. | 

The boating and carriage services have been established 
during the summer, and their facilities will be enlarged, to 
meet an increasing demand which it is evident, must be antici- 
pated, as experience shows that they are likely to become very 
popular features of the Park resources, affording as they do, 
at a small cost and in a convenient way, such additional 
opportunities for varying the pleasures of a visit, as are 
readily appreciated by the public. 

During the year a number of open-air concerts were pro- 
vided at the public expense, under the direction of Mr. L. 
Conterno, of Brooklyn, and the music was nnquestionably of 
exceptional merit. | 

There can be no more popular entertainment, when the 
number who derive pleasure from them is taken into account, 
than these coneerts, the cost of which is so trifling, and the 
Commission would very cheerfully increase both the size of the 
band employed and the number of corcerts usually given if 
their desire to do so could be seconded by a sufficient appro- 
priation to meet the expenses. 
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The very desirable accession to the Park, of the West: 
Woods, derives additional interest from the fact that they are 
almost constantly, during the fine weather of the season, made 
the resort for social and family picnic gatherings, and their 
accessibility, and the absence of the usual danger and annoy- 
ance of transporting and caring for children under the ordi- 
nary prevailing circumstances of a visit to distant points, has 
made this part of the Park exceedingly popular during the past 
year. 

The Commission deem this to be a very legitimate use for 
so appropriate an area, and has afforded all needed facilities 
to enhance the comfort and enjoyment of the children and 
others, by providing swings, tables, water, and necessary police 
surveillance to guard against intrusion. 

The very excellent accommodations to be had at the Pa- 
rade Ground have made that area the most desirable ground 
for field sports of all kinds, at present open to the youth of 
either Brooklyn or New York, and the fact of its availability 
has done much to encourage physical culture among the 
young. ; 

During the past season nearly 700 permits were issued for the 
use of portions of the ground for base-ball, cricket, La Crosse, 
foot-ball, and other prevailing sports. 

During the winter skating forms one of the most exhilarat- 
ing and popular sources of enjoyment. 

Suitable accommodations are each year provided on the 
shores of the Lake for public use, with such other attractions 
and conveniences as the Lake affords, for curling and ice-boat 
sailing, for the latter of which the Park lakes, covering an 
area of fifty acres, are exceptionally well adapted. 


PAYNE MONUMENT. 


In the month of September of this year a bronze bust and 
granite base, together forming a suitable monument commem- 
orative of John Howard Payne, the author of “‘ Home, Sweet 
Home,” was presented to the city by the Faust Club of 
Brooklyn, an organization made up of professional gentlemen, 
who haye sought in this way to inaugurate a movement which 





10 


shall have for its object a systematic recognition of the great 
events and men of our country. 

The monument was unveiled with suitable ie in 
the Park, on Saturday, September 27th, 1878 


SMALL PARKS. 


The work of improving Tompkins and City Park and Fort 
Greene, has progressed to the extent of the money appropri- 
ated therefor. 

At Tompkins Park, trees and shrubs have been planted and 
the outlying walks graded, and temporary gates put in at the 
entrances to guard against damage from cattle. : 

The park was opened to the public this year and they have 
evinced a commendable interest in the improvement, and 
promise a reasonable use of the facilities provided for them. 

At City Park the surfaces have been renewed, new and con- 
venient lines of walk established and covered with conerete, 
the grass has been restored, old and unsightly trees have been 
taken out and replaced with younger and more desirable vari- 
eties, and generally the appearance much improved. 

The Commission feel, however, compelled to state with re- 
gret that but little interest is manifested by the people of the 
neighborhood in the improvements made in this public pleas- 
ure ground, or in the regulations established for its care and 
preservation. 

| WASHINGTON PARK. 

The limited appropriation of money for this Park has re- 
stricted our operations, and must necessarily delay their com- 
pletion. 

The stone-work for the enclosing wall and entrances on the 
Myrtle avenue boundary is finished, and the further work of 
completing this wall, ete., on the Dekalb avenue side, is nec- 
essarily postponed to sae year. 

The structure known as the Marryr’s Memoriat, facing the 
Gant at the junction of Myrtle avenue and Canton street, was 
commenced during the preceding year. 

The brick ity has been built, and the base work of the in- 
tended ornamental stone superstructure has been added. 
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The bones of the Prison Sure Marryrs were, on the 17th 

day of June, quietly removed from their resting place in 
Hudson avenue to Fort Greene, and deposited in the new 
vault, under. the direction of the Commission, proper record 
having been made of the contents of the several receptacles in 
Which the remains are enclosed. 
- The Commission are of the opinion that the interest of 
the city, and adjacent property particularly, would be best 
served by an appropriation of money sufficient to secure a 
prompt and vigorous completion of the work that remains to 
be done on Washington Park, and it is believed that the 
effect on surrounding property in a pecuniary sense must 
more than offset the outlay involved, besides increasing the 
benefits to be derived from its completion in the more extended 
use afforded thereby. 

No other work on the small parks in the City has been 
done beyond the usual maintenance for the year, as provided 
by law. 

WORK OUTSIDE THE PARK. 

Of the several improvements placed in charge of the Com- 
mission by the Legislature, considerable progress has been 
made in the construction of the Eastern Parkway (Sackett 
street) from the Plaza to the City line. 

The work is so far advanced that it is expected that the 
road may be ready for public use early in the ensuing season. 

The grading and paving of Douglass and Degraw streets, 
from New York avenue to the City line, has been com- 
pleted, and the streets opened for use and transferred to the 
care of the City, as provided by law. 


EAST SIDE LANDS. 


During the year the extension of the Parkway through this 
area from Washington avenue to the Plaza, has been com- 
pleted by the Park force, its continuation and completion to 
the City line being under contract to Mr. Thomas McCann, 
of this city, and progressing satisfactorily. 

The partial grading of the Hast Side Lands has been car- 
ried on at reasonable cost, advantage having been taken of 
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the needs of contractors under obligations to the city, the 
surplus earth on this area being specially desirable to those 
whose contracts involve the filling of low ground in this 
neighborhood. ; 

Contracts for grading and paving Underhill avenue, from 
Warren street to the Parkway, and Park place and Butler 
street, from Washington avenue to Vanderbilt avenue, have 
been let at moderate prices. 

The work of grading Park place and Butler street is nearly 
completed. | 

Work on Underhill avenue proceeds slowly in conjunction 
with the lowering of the force-main between the Warren 
street pumping-station and the-reservoir for the supply of the 
high service of the city. The lowering of this main has been 
done by the Park force co-operating with the Water Board of 
this city, and was made necessary in adjusting the grades to 
those of the surrounding streets in accordance with the Com- 
missioners’ map of the city. 

The Commissioners regret that no provisions exist by which 
advantage may be taken at this time to improve these Hast 
Side lands at comparatively small cost, and at the same time 
afford relief to a part at least of a large number of our labor- 
ing classes now idle and likely to remain so during the winter. 


OCEAN PARKWAY. 


The construction of the Ocean Parkway from the southerly 
entrance of the Park to the Kings’ Highway, in the town of 
Gravesend, was commenced early in the season and is nearly 
completed. 

The Commission hope to dedicate it to the public use early 
in the coming year. 

In inaugurating this exceptional type of design in road con- 
struction, the Commission had in view the development of an 
extended area of contiguous property to which benefit would 
acerue from this improvement. They also had in mind the 
fact that the taste for driving, which owed much of its rapid 
increase among our citizens to the establishment of the Park, 
would encourage the accumulation in our city of good stock 
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and the best class of\ vehicles, and out of this would grow a 
- desire to move along at a higher rate of speed, and to extend 
their driving beyond the quieter limits of the Park, where, 
while it is doubtless annoying to those accustomed to rapid 
driving and riding to be required to comform to prescribed 
rates of speed, it was nevertheless necessary to ensure the 
attractiveness of the drives, and so in a large measure the 
Park, to the larger numbers, by enforcing observance of the 
established restrictions in this regard. The roads of the Park 
were planned for leisure driving, for the accommodation of 
which neither directness nor levelness were essential or desir- 
able, diversities to a limited extent, both of grade and outline, 
being on the other hand especially sought for. The Commis- 
sion have endeavored to anticipate this desire on the part of our 
driving public, and hope to present for their use this year a 
drive which, in their judgment, will realize all the require- 
ments of a most attractive road, under the most favorable con- 
ditions of grade, breadth, and adaptation of construction for 
the purpose in view. They also look upon it as a most desir- 
able adjunct to the Park, secured at a comparatively trifling 
cost to our citizens, involving, as it does, only the mainte- 
nance of the road from year to year, the whole of construc- 
tion having been done at the expense of the owners of contig- 
uous property through which the road passes. 

The Commission regret that their desire to terminate the 
road at the ocean during the past year did not meet with more 
liberal encouragement; but they foster the hope that as the 
opportunities to add so great a charm is self-evident, and as 
the attractiveness of the Parkway must be greatly enhanced 
by such extension, the work will not be long delayed. 

Much embarrassment attends our efforts to maintain the 
Parks within the limits of the fund provided therefore, in a 
manner which experience and good judgment suggest as 
proper and consistent with the best interests of the work. 

As the work approaches completion the current expenses of 
theordinary care of the Park have been necessarily augmented 
by the addition of finished areas, roads, etc., added to which 
the varying and increasing public use of the Park has entailed 
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responsibilities upon the Commission which have been attended | 
with much expense. Ina work of this character its promi- 
nent features are those with which the public comes into daily 
and intimate contact, and proper maintenance means at the 
very least the constant supervision and care of a force sufh- 
cient to keep up all the details of work to a standard equal to 
that of their first preparation. This is specially applicable to 
the roads, walks, and turf, all of which are incessantly deteri- 
orating by use, and as incessantly require large outlays of money 
for their reparation. A heavy current expense is also in- 
volved in the maintenance of a force of keepers sufficient to 
secure the necessary surveillance for so large an area as that 
under the charge of the Commission, although the rates of 
pay and the incidental details of expense of this force are 
much below those of similarly organized bodies elsewhere. — 

The force of keepers is moderate in number, and is com- 
posed of men who have, many of them, served the city in this 
capacity for a series of years. The Commission would gladly 
deal with their employees in this department more liberally, 
but in view of the disproportion which the cost of the present 
foree bears to the maintenance fund, and to the difficulties 
otherwise involved, they are constrained to defer all change in 
this respect to a more favorable moment, if such should offer. 

The Commission share the reasonable concern shown by 
our citizens in regard to the economical management of all 
our public institutions, but believe that the recognized import- 
ance of the public parks to the people justifies liberal ex- 
penditure upon them, with a view to increasing their beauty 
and usefulness, and certainly warrants an outlay sufficient to 
preserve them from the loss, deterioration, and damage that 
must necessarily be incident to neglect or nine economy. 

It will be remembered that the DrOWRBEE south-easterly 
boundary of the Park extended only to the improved portion 
of the town of Flatbush, west of Flatbush avenue, from the 
city line in a southerly direction. 

This boundary was established in consequence of the high 
value placed upon the intervening property, which contained 
improvements of an extensive nature: 
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An original proposition of the Commission, at an earl y stage 
of the aie of the work, contemplated the construction oF a 
30-foot sidewalk about the Park, which was to be shaded by 
a double row of trees, so that an atols and umbrageous well- 
lighted promenade picid be afforded to the public,in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the Park, convenient and attractive to all, and 
available even after the Park itself should be closed at night. 

It was believed that this plan would add breadth and 
character to the general design, and at the same time develop 
many advantages of street Ricoumodutions ; in the future, the 
attainment of Sch at the time would either prove pr actically 
impossible or be attended with very heavy expense. 

These considerations led the Commission to secure at an 
early day, by proper legislation, the widening of Ninth 
avenue to one hundred feet, as far as the limits of the Park 
were proposed to extend; also, to widen Fifteenth street, the 
Coney Island road and Franklin avenue where connected w ith 
the Park boundary. 

In all these cases, the additional width was arranged to be 
added on the side of the road next the Park, leaving the oppo- 
site lines unaltered, and as laid down on the city maps. 

The Park Commission have never lost sight of the advan- 
tages which, in their judgment, would result from such adjust- 
ment of the bordering streets of the Park, and when it was 
proposed by the town of Flatbush, to lay out a street upon the 
south-easterly border of the Park, the proposition only con- 
templated the construction of a 60-foot read, making no 
provision for a sidewalk of any kind on the Park side, a 
scheme which, however unmindful its projectors may have 
been of the interests of the Park, was entirely within the 
power of the people of Flatbush, who had been duly author- 
ized by law to carry out the project. 

At this juncture, the Commission saw the possibility of 
accomplishing the unity and completion of its design in a 
manner not heretofore contemplated, and at such reasonable 
cost as to warrant a prompt consideration of the subject. 

The result of the negotiation was to secure the success of 
this desirable feature of the plan, by assuming on the part of 
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the city, one-half of the cost of the proposed improvement, in 
consideration of such modification as would secure to the Park a 
sidewalk, over which the Commission should hold absolute 
jurisdiction, of thirty feet in width. 

The Commission feel that they have attained a very desir- 
able object by this arrangement, at an exceedingly moderate 
cost to the city, as compared with its attainment under the 
only other circumstances possible, namely,*the absolute pur- 
chase of the land; while the addition of this street as a public 
thoroughfare of the same liberal dimensions as characterize 
the remaining boundaries of the Park, has been secured for all 
time. If this change had not been made, an appearance of 
contraction and limitation would have resulted, which would 
have been the more glaring as the use of the Park increased, 
and a failure in design would have been suggested, in an essen- 
tial particular, of breadth and uniformity of boundary. 

In view of the extent and variety of the legal proceedings 
which have been involved in the really great enterprise en- 
trusted to its charge, the Commission would seem to have 
failed to satisfactorily discharge their duties and implied obli- 
gations without taking such steps under existing circumstances 
as would be likely to secure the city’s interest, in all matters 
pertaining to its legal business, especially such as are connected 
with the collection of assessments, or making all needed pro- 
visions to enforce penalties properly incumbent upon them or 
their possible successors, or to arrange for the transfer of the 
business in such an intelligible shape as to enable the legal 
representatives of the city, under the new charter, to carry out 
the objects of the law. 

The collection of assessments for improvements outside of 
the city, under the charge of the Commission, has been done 
in exact accordance with the existing laws, in a proper and 
economical manner, and without interference or embarassment 
to any of the city departments, and the Commission feel justi- 
fied in making the statement that it could not have been done 
at a less cost or under more favorable circumstances. 

The Commission desire to complete this work of collecting 
assessments, as far as it is possible to do so. They have felt 





av 


much concern in the unfortunate delay, due to the claimed in- 
formalities of the law, which has served, in the hands of 
opposing interests, to delay the carrying out of the reasonable 
intent of the law, but which must sooner or later result to 
secure such action from the courts, as will result to the benefit 
‘of the city. 


PARK ASSESSMENTS. 

The proceedings of the Commissioners, appointed by the 
Supreme Court several years since, were brought to a close 
this fall, their report having been submitted to and confirmed 
by the Supreme Court on the 28th of November of this year. 

The length of time occupied and delay in terminating their | 
labors, were due to the fact that they-were prevented by the 
terms of the law from commencing their work until after the 
confirmation of the last report on land taken for the exten- 
sion of the Park, concerning which, questions were then in 
issue before the Court of Appeals. 

Until, therefore, the boundaries of the Park could be abso- 
lutely determined-upon, neither the cost of the land to be taken 
could be known, nor consequently could the district of assess-_ 
ment be properly established, until the Court had rendered its 
decision. Ria) , 

The labors performed by the Commissioners of Assessment 
have been of a very responsible and difficult nature, and have 
given entire satisfaction to the Commissioners of the Park. 

As officers of the court, they were required to limit the 
whole amount of the assessment to the sum of one million 
four hundred and eighty thousand three hundred and eighty- 
two dollars, in accordance with the enactments of the Legisla- 
ture, reducing the amount to be raised from three million 
dollars, to the sum before mentioned. 

It is understood that the Commissioners of Assessment were 
in favor of the larger sum, as representing more nearly the 
value of the benefit derived by the surrounding property, but 
the intervention of the law prevented such action on their 
part, as would have been more satisfactory to this Commis- 
sion and just to the city. 

As shown by this report, the assessment upon the property 


od 
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benefited within the city of Brooklyn, amounts in the aggre- 
gate to one million two hundred and thirty-six thousand six 
hundred and fifty-five dollars, ($1,236,655.) 

The Commissioners also laid an assessment of two hundred 
and forty-three thousand seven hundred and thirty-seven dol- 
lars ($243,737) upon the town of Flatbush, adjoining the 
southerly boundary of the Park, making in all the amount 
of one million four hundred and eighty thousand three hun- 
dred and ninety-two dollars ($1,480,392) assessed upon adja- 
cent property for benefit. 

The work of the Assessment Commissioners was submitted 
in two reports, one for the district within the city and the 
other for the town of Flatbush; the Court confirmed the first, 
but disaffirmed the second report, pertaining to Flatbush. 

The Commissioners lave accordingly taken an appeal to a 
higher court, with a view to establish the legality of their 
assessment. 

No question of the propriety of levying this assessment is 
entertained by the Commission, and in view of its justice it 
would seem that the matter involves only such delay as would 
be requisite to correct the supposed technical defects in the 
law, through which interested parties have been able to evade 
the payment of so just a charge. 

This assessment is made by law payable in twenty years, either 
in annual instalments or all at once, at the option of owners. 
Any balance unpaid in the interim, becomes a lien upon the 
property year by year until paid. Five per cent. of the amount 
of the assessment, therefore, is paid each year into the city 
treasury, toward a fund to be accumulated for the redemption 
of bonds issued by the city for the Park improvement. 

In addition thereto, an annual interest of seven per cent. is 
charged against all balances unpaid. 

The confirmation of the report of the Commissioners of 
Assessment, therefore, so far as it applies to the city, has 
already put into operation the liquidation of the Park debt. 

Dated January Ist, 1874. 


J.S. T. STRANAHAN, Preszdent. 


JOHN H. PRENTICE, Secretary. 
JOHN N. TAYLOR, Comptrolier. 





- AN ABSTRACT OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


OF THE 


Pe OK LYN PARK COMMISSION, 


For THE YEAR 1873. 





Receipts. 


The total receipts on account of Prosprcr Park during the 


year 1873 were: 


Balance to credit January Ist... .....eeee:- 
Received from the Comptroller of the 
oi gs a0 kes o's pee wry os $500,000 
Received for rent of buildings in the 
acer rag is par he ae 5,942 
Received for wagons, ae BOI Sane, cate 1,000 
- “insurance ties pre- 
NNSA Siete vgs wa ph sh d's we ee we os 28 
Received for buildings sold....... : 195 
*¢ shrubs and plants sold. 48 
ee Eee WALOR SOLAS :3) eens er 50 
4 SO COILIC SOLE ores ta sos vo: 50 
ee > OaTriage-farese. ose es 1,335 
Sri, MOCNSE TOS Siu cee ess 500 
= Bey MOOS Were beis,< 8 px ie 100 
1: Ninth av. and Fifteenth 
ie VACATE ise odio aw od ot vid mosis, 0 24,506 
Received for Evans pavement....... 2,132 





$1,002 07 


535,887 94 





$536,890 01 
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Expenditures. 


The total expenditures on said Park for the same time 
were : 


° ° \ . . 
Paid salaries comptroller, superintendent, archi- 


LeCts, and Ong Mecrs 2s tee asso «se ogee! fea opanene $21,041 53 
Paid surveyors, draughtsmen, and assistants...... 14,583 46 
om laborers, mechanics, horses, and carts........ 239,124 67 
“ materials of construction, tools, ctc.......-- 78,853 87 
“* office expenses, rents, Insurance... ...2¢4.) sss 3,997 83 
“* stationery-and printing 2. 600. -.+ 5 ss eee 7,202 39 
‘*¢* manure and other fertilizers........... ‘cee 1,274 95 
‘“' surveyors’ instruments........... one oh eae 560 50 
“eATAINA Ge, PIPO v.. segs aes e Sa ores yet ee 2,052 52 
<> patent’ pavements. 2.7.0. ais cia stale nanan - 25,733 417 
‘“. structures erected by, contract. .2..'.... G35. 31,343 20 
‘* legal expenses of additional counsel......... 350 00 
Pa chorse:feedies. psec 0's 6. 3 dies a ood tree oa 3,985 02 





$430,103 35 _ 
» Balance December 81,1878 v.63 ol. vente ee . 106,786 66 


_ 


$536,890 O1 


i 








W ASHINGTON PARK. 


The total receipts and expenditures on account of Wash- 
ington Park for the same time were: 





Leecerpts. 
Balance to credit, Jan. 1st, 1873........ $11,762: 63 
teceived from Comptroller of city ...... 25,000 00 $36,762 63 
Bahama ies es kG otele ae nadie -Ueoceienenaee a thee eae 2,554 47 


fence ie ; 


$39,317 10 





Lixpenditures. 





Paid surveyors and assistants.......... $305 96 
‘* materials of construction. «...... 57 60 ; 
‘‘. trees, shrubs, and plants.......... 220 00 
‘¢ on account of inclosing wall...... 32,243 71 
** laborers, horses, and carts........ 1,598 382 
*¢ patent and other pavements...... 4,891 51 
—— $39,317 10 





Tompkins Park. 


feceipts. 
Beco to, Credit, Jan, 1st; 1878. 004 2 ca bloc s's : 
Lixpenditures. 

Paid surveyors and assistants.......... $4 16 
*¢ trees, shrubs, and plants....... a 658 62 
“laborers, horses, and carts......... 152.72 

MRC ata 5 c< gies nie» tf ean ee ea Roa eee 
Crry Park. 
| Receipts. 
OT CIGY. os 8p ic 0 eo cece ww tie. Ges yon viele 8 
Lxpenditures. 

Paid surveyors and assistants........... $718 35 

«¢ laborers, horses, and carts....... pete SE a 
Balance:..... Sy a ee Po eitene re lel tevetere 








$10,000 00 


6,227 48 





$3,772 52 





MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT. 









































Recewed. 
For the maintenance of all the city parks for 1873........... -.++$125,000 00 
By special act on account of deficiency of former years........... 17,000 00 
$142,000 00 
Balances eee, ace ee 1h yiaiates qa aoe 8 aoa pina e aie eee tele ane rn 26,734 86 
$168,734 86 
Lixzpended. 
- i ra fe se 
FOR oe me ae = : Z| By 
Z S i Ay = < ry 64 
rs nN fa pS mo ay on) 
pq A =< E ey See, 
As E =) Ss) S) a 
Hoads 0% oa: $11;823 O51 aoe LT, SOP a Vaasa eho he count ene a 


Walks.......| 3,824 45/$830 70} 13531; 27 94] 33400] 543 20 


Structures...) 3,313.45) =50:10)" 147 90) * LING) cae 85 58 





Plantations...| 15,705 36/1,259 74) 37249] . 5 06/383 53) 757 35] 











Water... ..... 8,469 64 1 50 3 BB vias Wace ledieved mis 7 00 
Drainage. .... 176164) 2 Ns ee aes esta ee 22 00 
ToOsa wuts ese 6,996 66}.......|.. ovo ctin soy aol ean a 
Keepers......| 42,055 68]2,993 35/1,085 61/1,68407|....../1,576 65 
General...... 1,619 81) 10644) 5918) 3061; 380; 5395 
Musicies. elt. A O92 00) wes cic als cw ecole OF oles, ile tem ea ar 
Total as eus oe $99,661 64/5, 241 83}1,704 34/1,759 43) 721 33/3,045 73} 112,134 30 
Deficiency in former years.....00......5: c's aaa aoe we ee 56,600 56 


$168,734 86 








REPORT 
OF THE 


Pee Nees OAD Eb OACR C HT T-E GT S\. 


To THE BrooktyN PArK ComMISSIONERS: 


Gentlemen : 


The object of the work which has been done on the Brooklyn 
_ Park, during the eight years jin which we have had the honor to 
serve your Commission, has been the creation of scenes of natural 
character as attractive and graceful as the local conditions would 
allow, and their advantageous presentation. 

With respect to the improvement of the scenery, the work 
done has, so far, been but preparatory to the greater work asked 
of nature ; the constructions, through the use of which it was to 
be enjoyed, such as roads, walks, shelters, and places of refresh- 
ment, were, on the other hand, to be turned out complete at 
onee. It was therefore inevitable that these constructions should, 
for a certain period, assume undue importance. In the greater 
part of the Park that period is already well-nigh passed ; 
special search must be made to find a scene in which nature does 
not reign supreme, or in which, if artificial objects are to be 


recognized, they are not relatively unimportant and unobtrusive 


incidents of convenience. 

The general character of the scenery of the Park, even in its 
present formative condition, is undeniably broad, simple, and 
quiet, yet the variations of the surface, and the disposition of 
open woods, thickets, glades, meadows, and of still and running 
waters, is such that it cannot be deemed monotonous. Its char- 
acteristic features in these respects are to be strengthened not 
only by growth, but also almost equally by timely reduction of 
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whatever will tend to the weakening of distinctive qualities, or 
to the repression of elements intended to be aggrandized. 

There were originally two main bodies of natural wood on the — 
site of the Park, connected by a narrow belt at the point where 
the Long Meadow is now most contracted ; the eastern body be- 
ing broken by bays where the Nethermead, the head of the 
Lull-water, and the Deer Paddock now are. 

The trees had grown thickly, their lower limbs were dead or 
dying, and two-thirds of all, though yet of but moderate size, 
were decayed in the trunk. Many had, also, been mangled by 
violence. 

Where a sufficient proportion of these old trees were not yet 
decrepid and drawn up by the effect of excessive shade beyond 
the possibility of restoration to moderately well-proportioned and 
umbrageous forms, the less promising have been taken out and 
an attempt made to develop: open-wooded or park-like scenery. 
So far as proper means for this purpose have been used, the result 
at this time is even better than had been expected, but appre- 
hension of the effect of wind and unwillingness to even tem- 
porarily destroy the beauty and materially lessen the shade of 
those parts of the Park which, until the advance of new planta- 
tions, would alone be attractive resorts, has so far caused twice 
as many trees to be spared as is desirable, and has prevented 
the adequate topping of others. In this respect much in the 
way of judicious removal remains to be done to enhance the 
beauty of the Park. | 

In other parts of the old woods, where trees which possessed 
either dignity or picturesqueness were more rare, it has been 
sought, by planting young trees and underwood about and 
among them, to develop bosky masses of foliage, in which the 
old trees should supply the upper parts, their poverty below be- 
ing hidden by the new. Effects which are very satisfactory 
were thus obtained with great rapidity in those portions of the 
East Woods where foot visitors are confined to the walks. 

These effects are, however, dependent on the maintenance of a 
rich, low growth, which without attention will soon fail. 

Great care has been taken to secure a natural and picturesque 
edge to the old woods, both by breaking into them and by plant- 
ing beyond them the lowest-headed large trees that could be pro- 
cured, Similar trees have also been used'to prevent as far as 
possible the occurrence of a strong contrast between the old woods 
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and the new plantations. The shape of the ground (its natural 
features being almost invariably enlarged in the process of grad- 
ing) has been favorable to the desired result, the outer and more 
conspicuous parts of the masses being on lower ground than 
those interior, and the few large trees under these circumstances 
giving character to the whole. ‘ 

Most of the plantations, especially on the northern part of the 
Park, are on very bleak ground, and to lesson the severity of the 
exposure of the young plants, as well as to provide against and 
secure greater immediate effects to the eye, many trees have been 
planted in addition to those intended to remain. That the per- 
manent trees may have the required vigor and not be crowded 
into ungainly forms, a gradual thinning out of these plantations, 
a little every year for many years to come, is essential. 

The chief defect in the scenery of the Park, at the present 
time, lies in the backward condition of the plantations in the 
southern part of the Long Meadow, west of the Lake, and south 
and west of Lookout Hill. This is primarily due to the fact that 
they were the last made, but it also should be remembered that 
there has been much more difficulty in procuring suitable soil for 
these parts in adequate quantities, and that to bring them to a 
satisfactory condition unusually liberal top-dressing will there- 
fore be needed. 

We have not in previous reports duly expressed our obliga- 
tions to Mr. Bullard, who throughout the work has been in 
direct superintendence of the planting. Comprehending with a 
true artistic spirit the intention of the landscape design as a 
whole, he has spared no study or personal labor to secure the 
means of its realization in detail. 

The surface of the water in the Lake is not yet ordinarily seen 
at the elevation with reference to which all the associated ele- 
ments of scenery have been designed. This serious defect, which 
detracts much from the variety of the shore lines, and conse- 
quently from the beauty of the Lake itself (to a degree which 
can be hardly imagined), is due to the leakage of the water 
basin, and is expected to be gradually corrected by the action of 
natural causes. 

The charm of the Park will lie chiefly in the contrast of its 
occasional bodies of low foliage, intricate, obscure, and myste- 
rious, with the more open groves and woods, and of both with its 
fair expanses of unbroken turf. Its beauty will, therefore, de- 
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pend on the care and skill with which these respective qualities, 
each in its appropriate place, are nursed and guarded. 

The areas of the Long Meadow and the Nethermead are so 
large, that it has been deemed unnecessary to maintain the re- 
strictions usually enforced in public grounds in this climate upon 
walking on the turf. The attractions and the public value of the 
Park have thus been undoubtedly very much enhanced. But the 
two dangers which attend this course already begin to be mani- 
fest, and it is evident that unless strenuously guarded against, 
serious evils will sooner or later result. One of these dangers is 


that of the wearing out of the turf in streaks and patches, the 


other is that of the destruction of underwood, shrubs, and plants, 
and the hazardous and inconvenient straggling of visitors across 
drives and rides, arising from the difficulty of restricting the 
privilege of walking on the turf within proper limits. The first 
is to be prevented by so limiting the use of the turf that it will 
not be trodden upon when in a poachy condition, or when it is 
excessively dry and inelastic, and by the use of slight guards, 
frequently shifted from point to point, as patches or streaks of 
wear become evident. The other may be particularly guarded 
against by concealed or inconspicuous barriers, and by caution- 
ary signs, but can be permanently kept within tolerable bounds 
only by special efforts for the purpose made by an active, vigi- 
lant, faithful, and numerous body of keepers. 

There are certain conveniences still wanting in the Park, 
which can only be adequately and appropriately supplied by 
architectural structures of some magnitude. The rapid growth 
of the young woods would now, however, in nearly every ease, 
save these from being unduly prominent, and the erection of the 
Lookout Tower, with the adjoining shelters, and of the Refectory 
at the east foot of the Lookout Hill, with the bridge near it, 


would be found not only to add much to the accommodation of 


visitors and the comfort with which the scenery of the Park would 
be enjoyed, but to make more intelligible and give needed em- 
phasis to important elements of its general design. . 

We desire here to acknowledge the value of the services ren- 
dered to us and to your Commission by Mr. E. C. Miller, who 
was principal assistant when the working drawings were made 
for the Plaza and for the Endale, Meadowport, Nethermead, 
and Eastwood arches; also, by Mr. Bassett Jones, who prepared 
the working drawings required for the Cleftridge Span and for 
the Tower to be erected on Lookout Mill; also by Mr. Thomas 
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Wisedell, who had charge of the working drawings needed for 
the Concert Grove buildings and “stonework and for the Martyrs 
Memorial at Fort Greene. 

The main entrance to the Park, as yet, falls much short of 
manifesting the value of the arrangements which have been in . 
large part carried out in connection with it, and we take the 
occasion to explain its design more fully than we have yet done. 

The principal entrance to a large metropolitan park admits 
in its design of more than one theory of artistic arrangement. 
The contrast between the urban and the rural requires in some 
cases to be sharply drawn, the city enclosing the park as 
squarely and completely as a picture-frame encloses a picture. 
In other situations and under different circumstances a series of 
intermediate, partly rural and partly urban, effects may, with 
propriety, be introduced at the point of junction. In the Brook- 
lyn Park, the latter arrangement seemed to be preferable for 
several reasons. 

When the Reservoir and East Side Lands were, in accordance 
with our recommendation, discarded from the design, the Park at 
once became a unit of agreeable form. Its breadth of territory 
gradually increased as the visitor passed farther and farther from 
the main city entrance, and an opportunity evidently existed for 
a desirable and comparatively cheap extension of its southern 
boundary at some future time. The unsatisfactory feature was 
the shape of the entrance itself, left at the apex of a triangle 
which was apparently struggling to wedge its way into the street 
system of the city. To overcome this serious difficulty, the Plaza 
was introduced as a main elementary feature in the general de- 
sign, and the land necessary for its construction was added to the 
Park territory before any improvements made by the Park Com- 
mission at the public expense had enhanced its value. 

The intention controlling the arrangement of the Plaza plan 
will now probably be comprehended by the ordinary visitor to 
the Park, but the effect will be much more complete and artis- 
tic a few years hence, when the trees planted in the walks shall 
have attained a sufficient growth to give the definite skyline 
which is so much needed. As the design now stands, the apex 
of the triangle which forms the actual entrance has become a 
mere segment of an ellipse, eight hundred feet in diameter, and, 
therefore,on a scale large enough to contrast favorably even with 
such a wide street of approach as Flatbush avenue. Three large 
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masses of plantation are introduced outside the Park boundary — 
in connection with the Plaza design, so that the rural element 
may be strongly suggested before the main entrance is reached. — 

The Park gateway should be a handsome architectural struc- 
ture, with an arcade extending over the walk, so that many per- 
sons may with comfort wait for the cars at this point under cover 
when the weather is showery, and the pavement necessary to 
carry out this feature of the design has been designed and laid. 

A platform for public meetings connects the centre of the Plaza 
with the city, and a large fountain basin is introduced as a cen- 
tral feature. | 

In the design for the fountain the aim has been to express 
clearly its special artistic purpose. An artificial flow of water 
on a liberal scale is prepared for, and has been calculated on from 
the outset. So long as the supply to the various jets is inade- 
quate, this design will of course appear to be out of proportion 
to the result produced, but when the necessary additional forcing 
power is brought into operation, the stone base, with its bronze 
corona, will hardly be seen, and therefore will certainly not be 
considered too large an element in the general design. 

It was evident that artificial light should be freely introduced 
in the Plaza, as it is a public promenade intended for night use ; 
but it was also clear that the lines formed by the play of water 
and the general artistic effect in the Large Fountain would be 
much interfered with if a series of lamps elevated on the ordi- 
nary high posts should be a part of the design. The lighting has, 
therefore, been arranged for in connection with the railing for 
protection that surrounds the Fountain, the intention being, as 
mentioned in our last report, to have an interior circular line or 
ring of light below the eye and a few feet only above the water 
surface, so that the reflection of the globes would form a corre- 
sponding line that would be recognized as an element in the 
design, even by the ordinary observer. 

At the north end of the platform, opposite the Lincoln 
statue, a public rostrum is proposed to be placed, the United 
States flag being displayed in connection with it. Whenever 
this feature is added the temporary staffs for the flags of the city 
and State now erected in the Plaza should be replaced by others 
of more elaborate and elegant design. 


Respectfully, OLMSTED & VAUX, 
JANUARY 1, 1874, Landscape Architects. 





REPORT OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER. 





The construction work was resumed on the Park early in the 
month of April, and continued throughout the summer and fall - 
months, giving employment, during the most fayorable portions 
of the season, to about eight hundred men. 

The larger part of this force was mainly engaged in complet- 
ing the unfinished work of the preceding year, comprised within 
the areas lying along Ninth avenue and Fifteenth street, the 
south and west Siro of Lookout Hill, with neat Hpeaiey 
and the Pedestrian Concourse. 

This included the hauling and distribution of the top-soil and 
fertilizing material, in conjunction with the final regulation of 
the surfaces for seeding, planting, and other incidental work 
necessary to fit these several areas for the public use. 

The road and footways from the entrance at Ninth avenue and 
Fifteenth street to the Main Circuit Drive, together with the 
necessary shaping and planting of the bordering ‘ground, were 
also completed, the main lines of walk to the south and west 
established, and the work brought to subgrade ready for the super- 
structure, the balance of the work being postponed for econom- 
ical considerations, as in consequence of the generally unim- 
proved condition of this portion of the city there exists no press- 
ing need for this entrance. 

The shaping and grading of the border and walk along 
Fifteenth street involved the moving of considerable material, 
and this has been done, and the fence of the usual pattern put up, 
thus completing the enclosure of the Park. 

The more considerable items of work are given in detail 
as follows, together with an account of our operations, of a desul- 
tory character for the year: 


PLAZA. 


Work within the Plaza, consisting mainly of mechanical work 
incident to the finishing of the Fountain and gas-work, has pro- 
eressed slowly. 
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Iron lamp-posts have been placed around the interior line at 
intervals of thirty feet, alternating with the trees already planted, 
so that the lamps when lighted will be free from obstruction, 
and exposed to view as much as possible. 

The supply-pipe was placed in the centre of the walk, so that 
all existing connections were, and future ones may be, made at 
the points furthest removed from the roots of the trees, and dam- 
age from escaping gas avoided as far as possible, securing, at the 
same time, the greatest facility of access in cases of needed 
repairs, etc., in the future. 


FOUNTAIN. 


A bronze cast and wrought iron railing of special design has 
been erected around the Basin. 

The railings are supported at intervals of five feet by massive 
brackets, the upper rail forming at once the supply pipe and sup- 
port for the lamps, which are globe-shaped, and of vari-colored 
glass, ninety-six in all, and designed, when lighted, to assist in illu- 
minating the Fountain and Basin on special occasions, when in 
use at night, as well as to light up the surrounding walk and car- 
rlage way. 

THE BRONZING PROCESS. 

The application of bronze by the electro-plating process, for 
ornamental purposes, to metal designs of any considerable size or 
intricacy, especially for out-door use, has not been, until recently, 
attended with anything like substantial success in this country. 

Ten years ago, from the results of experiments made in Paris, 
a number of ornamental cast-iron lamp-posts and the iron-work 
of the fountain of the Place de la Concorde were satisfactorily 
covered with bronze, and since that time considerable work for 
public streets and squares has been so treated, at a compara- 
tively small cost, with much of the practical benefit, in point of. 
appearance and durability, of the solid metal. 

A first attempt was made by cleaning the cast-iron in weak 
acid solutions, with a first coating of copper, in a bath of double 
salts, and then a second, with that of sulphate of copper, which 
did not succeed on account of the defects and porosity in the sur- 
faces of the cast-iron, and presence of sand, carbon, and sulphur, 
which rendered the deposit of copper ununiform and imperfect. 
By exposing castings thus imperfectly covered, the air and 
moisture penetrated to and oxidized the iron, and the copper 
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coating became loose and broke off, or otherwise left the work in 
a very unsatisfactory condition. 

Subsequent experiments led to the use of a prepared varnish 
sufficiently elastic to adapt itself to the expansion and contrac- 
tion of the metal, which was applied directly to the surface of 
the casting, and when nearly dry was covered with a coating of 
plumbago. The metal was then immersed in a galvano-plastic 
bath, by which process the manufacturers have continued to ac- 
complish satisfactory results. 

These methods have never been made public or patented by 
those skilled in their application abroad, but similar results have 
been arrived at by several parties in this country. A series of 
costly and tedious experiments were undertaken by Messrs, 
Baudion & Tucker, and at a later period the Architectural Elec- 
tro Coppering Company, of New York, succeeded in adapting the 
process to Penbral use in this countr ie Aa this company has very 
satisfactorily electro-plated the iron-work of the large fountain 
at the Plaza, together with the ornamental work at the Pedes- 
trian Concourse, comprising the Terrace railings and the flower 
vases in that neighborhood. 

Whether the process is precisely the same, or whether the re- 
sults are to be as satisfactory as with its French counterpart, the 
limited experience here in this class of work is as yet insufficient 
to determine ; but possible improvements in the methods of ap- 
plication are va to be suggested. 

The greater range in the temperature of the country, and the 
salt air peculiar to this neighborhood, may serve to modify its 
success, but in view of the many ways in which it can be applied 
to add to the ornamental character of iron-work designed for out- 
door use, it is to be hoped that it may prove permanently suc- 
cessful. 

The dome of the fountain, which was put into place late in the 
fall, is composed of four courses of Beton Coignet, or artificial 
stone, so called. 

This material was prepared and cast in sectional pieces, under 
a contract with the New York and Long Island Coignet Stone 
Company, of this city, and was delivered at the site for a price 
which the President of the company states to be less than the 
cost of the labor and material involved in its preparation. 

We have had a sufficient experience in the use of this material 
elsewhere on the Park to justify a belief in its strength an : 
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bility for all practical purposes. Its comparative cheapness, to- 
gether with the facility with which it can be prepared and 
furnished, renders it an excellent substitute for stone, either for 
ornamental work, or where strength and bulk alone are needed 
in ordinary construction. 

The severer action of frost and the greater range of tempera- 
ture to which compositions of this character are subjected in this 
country, naturally entails responsibility upon and suggests cau- 
tion to the engineerand architect in their use; but this company, 
so far as the work at the Park may be considered a test, is to be 
commended for the habitual care taken to secure proper materi- 
als, and also for the steady uniformity maintained in the process 
of manufacture. 

The size and proportions of this dome are hardly realized in 
consequence of the breadth of water-surface at its base. 

Its diameter is thirty five feet, and height eighteen feet, and 
when completed it is to be surmounted by a bronze semi-spherical 
casting, which is now ready to-be put into place, and out of which 
the water, aggregating nearly one hundred and twenty square 
inches of surface, will be thrown. The arrangement of pipes 
(necessarily of a somewhat complicated nature) has been made 
within the dome, and under a sufficient head of water to be here- 
after provided for, it is intended to throw a central jet from a 
pipe six inches in diameter, to attain an elevation of one hundred 
feet in a single column, before being diffused in spray. 

This effect will be enhanced by subordinate jets of water, 
breaking in the air at a lower height, and falling on all sides upon 
and over the stone-work into the main basin. 

In addition to this display, water is to be thrown horizontally 
from three tiers of fan-shaped openings into the main basin. 

The twenty-four trefoil-formed openings in the lower courses 
are to be filled with vari-colored glass. Behind each opening gas- 
jets have been introduced, with arrangements for attaching pow- 
erful reflectors, by which, when lighted, it is designed to throw 
strong lights through the colored glass, and through the water 
falling over the dome upon the surface outside. 

The unfinished parts of this work will be completed during the 
coming spring. 

The iron-work and fitting of the fountain and lamp-posts is 
done under contract by Janes & Kirtland, iron-workers, of New 
York. 
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PEDESTRIAN CONCOURSE. 


The operations in this neighborhood, comprised largely of 
mechanical work, were resumed in the month of April, mach of 
the stone having been prepared during the winter for setting and 
carving. 

The unfinished carving at the opening of the season was let by 
contract to Robert Ellen & Co., carvers, and was satisfactorily 
completed by the middle of September. 

Of unfinished stone-work yet to be done there are two drink- 
ing fountains of granite, with bronze fittings, to be placed at 
each end of the water-wall, facing the Lake; also a broad cop- 
ing, to serve asa landing-stone, to be placed upon the circular 
wall, on the right of the water front, to be used in the future 
for embarking and disembarking of passengers in the boats. 

The materials for these portions of the work are in hand, and 
are to be delivered ready for setting early in the coming spring. 

The foundation for a large open shelter facing the restaurant 
on the Upper Terrace, and designed for summer use, has been 
prepared, and is now ready for the superstructure. 


BUILDINGS. 


The painting of the walls and ceilings of the Restaurant, in 
accordance with the original design, has been completed, together 
with some needed repairs to the roof. 

The large shelter facing the Lake, on the South or Promenade 
Drive, has been completed. This structure consists of a line of 
carved posts extending along the front and back of the main 
walk, two hundred feet in length and thirty-five feet in width, 
properly framed and tied together, to support an awning to com- 
pletely cover the walk at that point. 

In the centre of the back line, and forming a part of the gen- 
eral construction, a small building has been placed, thirty 
by eighteen feet, within which are provided closets and wash- 
rooms, for both sexes, for public use. 

The object of this structure is to afford shelter from the sun 
and storm for visitors in this neighborhood, its site having been 
seclected for its convenience of access from the main thorough- 
fare drive, combining at the same time for visitors, pleasant views 
of the Lake, and facilities for viewing the driving on the Park 
without inconvenience, 

Two additional rustic shelters, constructed of cedar and sassa- 
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fras woods, have been erected along the southerly shores of the 
Lake. 

Additions have been made to the Skating-house Platform, tem- 
porarily used in the summer season for a boat-landing, by which 
its facilities have been increased in the public interest. 

A frame and awning, with seating accommodation attached, 
has made this place a much-frequented resort in the pleasant 
weather. | 

Other buildings and structures on the parks have been kept in 
repair, and their uses enlarged, as the public requirements de- 
mand. 


DRIVES, RIDES, AND WALKS. 


The only work done this year in this branch of construction 
work is the completion of the branch connecting the entrance at 
the junction of Ninth avenue and Fifteenth street with the main 
Western Circuit Drive, thus completing, so far as at present con- 
templated, our system of Park drives, with the exception of the 
proposed modification of the Willink Entrance, made necessary 
by the contemplated extension and opening of Ocean avenue in 
the town of Flatbush, parallel with the Park, into Flatbush 
avenue, on the easterly boundary, as a public thoroughfare. 

No new rides have been constructed this year. 

The rapid increase in the driving and riding in the Park ren- 
ders the proper care and maintenance of the drives and rides 
more and more difficult, in view.of the small amount of money 
that our limited maintenance fund will permit of being used for 
this purpose. 

The number of vehicles entering the Park is much larger than 
ever before, and the use of the drives more general, now that the 
Main Circuit, with its intermediate connections, are completed. In 
consequence, the roadways are subjected to much more rapid 
wear of surface. 

Such brief experience as the public have derived from the better 
class of pavements in this city and elsewhere, together with the 
increased excellence in point of comfort and convenience attained 
in the construction and manufacture of all classes of vehicles de- 
signed for pleasureriding, has vitalized a demand for good roads 
everywhere, and a more constant, and I might say discriminating, 
criticism prevails with reference to our roads than ever before. 

The Park drives are substantially built, and consist in bulk, of 





55 


broken stone and coarse gravel, upon which it was always in- 
tended that a surfacing of fine gravel or other suitable material 
should be placed and maintained, so that neither the wheels nor 
the shoes of the horses could possibly come in contact with the 
hard and uneven surfaces of the stone beneath. 

The advantages of a good roadway, contemplated by this mode 
of construction to meet the exigencies of all seasons, can only be 
secured by a constant renewal of the worn surfaces, and this in 
the case of Park drives is absolutely necessary to derive the full 
benefit from them. 

It is noticeable that the number of those who seek recreation 
and exercise in horseback ‘riding is increasing each year. 

With a ride of four miles in length, which in some respects 
combines exceptional attractions, it is naturally suggested that 
from the known healthful results of judicious exercise in this 
direction, the facility for making horseback-riding a feature in the 
physical culture of many young people in our city, is worthy of 
consideration on the part of parents. 

The maintenance of our rides also forms a prominent item of 
expense, but so long as they are to be devoted to the use for 
which they were designed they should be maintained in as good 
order as is compatable with their mode of construction. 

It has, however, never been claimed that the Park rides were 
intended to meet perfectly, the full requirements of a road exactly 
suitable for equestrians, nor would it be possible to do this except 
by an unjustifiably disproportionate expenditure of money. 

A well settled, compact turf is perhaps the best adapted for 
equestrian exercise, and next to this, a bottom made up largely 
of light clay or loam. | 

It would be impossible to maintain the first within the limits 
of a continuous narrow roadway for general use, and the second 
would involve too much labor in picking up and softening the 
surface, or otherwise keeping it in such condition as to afford any 
material advantage over our present simple system of a gravel 
bottom, kept tolerably clear of stone at the surface. 


WALKS. 

The walk system from Ninth street to the Fifteenth street en- 
trance, and thence to the foot-entrance at Eleventh avenue, has 
been brought to subgrade ready for the superstructure, and 
further work postponed, as heretofore noted. 
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The walk leading from the proposed suspension bridge across 
the drive, near the foot entrance at Fifteenth street and Eleventh 
avenue, to the Terrace and Observatory, has been finished with a 
surface of bituminous concrete, and the necessary steps set along 
the walks. 

The walks in the Pedestrian Concourse have also been com- 
pleted, and the Upper Terrace being surfaced with concrete, and 
the walks below laid with blue-stone tile, diamond shape, laid in 
hydraulic cement. All the walks have been bordered with blue- 
stone curb, sixteen inches in depth and three inches in thickness, 
and set three inches above the level of the surface of the walks. 


LAKE AND WATER COURSES. 

The increased efficiency of the clay puddling on the bottom 
and slopes has enabled us to maintain the water in the Lake at a 
level one foot higher than in the preceding year. ‘The clay used 
for puddling was found on the Park, and although it contained 
a good deal of sand, the great saving in first cost of puddling 
justified its use for the purpose. It was expected that its reten- 
tive qualities would improve as the depth and pressure of the 
water increased. In addition to this, it was also anticipated that 
the silt, washed into the Lake through the drainage system from 
the roads and walk surfaces, would materially add to its effici- 
ency by decreasing the porosity of the clay, due to the presence 
of the sand. 

The results, during the past year, seem to have confirmed this 
judgment, the water having been at all seasons maintained within 
eighteen inches of the permanent summer level without difficulty. 

The material surrounding and underlying the Park Lake is 
largely composed of sand and sandy loam, and is but little 
calenlated in its original condition to resist the passage of water 
through it. 

To construct an enclosure within which it was designed to 
hold water at a given height in such material contemplated ex- 
treme thoroughness in the work of puddling, as any serious loss 
of water by infiltration, added to the ordinary evaporation 
(which, during the warmer months of the year, equals, for a 
water-surface covered by the Lake, about five hundred thousand 
gallons of water per diem), would involve indefinite delay in ac- 
complishing the design, or entail the necessity for an artificial 
supply in excess of our ordinary capacity. 
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As it is, the work has proved very satisfactory in its operation, 
and it may be safe to assume that the high level may be attained 
two or three years hence. 

The necessity for a waste-weir and outlet-pipe will not, per: 
haps, prove very urgent at this time, as but occasional incon- 
venience only is likely to arise from excess of water, due to sud- 
den, heavy, or prolonged storms, but its future usefulness in 
many respects cannot be doubted. 

When needed, a connection can be readily made with a Flat- 
bush sewer soon to be built, or filtering beds in the gravel or 
sand provided for temporary use. 

Observations made during the preceding summer indicated 
that, as the result, of a single storm, the flow of water into the 
Lake equalled twenty-five million gallons, while to raise the 
_ water one foot in height over the whole surface of the Lake re- 
quires but sixteen millions of gallons. 

Occasional repairs to water-courses have been made, as re- 
quired, . 

DRAINAGE. 


The building of basins, sewers, ete., and the putting in of all 
necessary pipe and tile work, has preceded or been carried on in 
connection with construction work as it progressed. 


WELL AND WATER DISTRIBUTION. 


‘The pump at the Well has been worked twenty-two hours per 
day from April to October, inclusive, and ten hours per day for 
the balance of the year. Its service has been satisfactory in the 
main, having worked to an average daily supply of seven hun- 
dred thousand gallons of water. 

Of this, two hundred thousand gallons are used each day for 
sprinkling the drives and approaches to the Park, supplying the 
buildings, drinking hydrants, small fountains, and closets, and 
the remainder was pumped through the water-course from the 
outlet at the Pool. It is customary to pump into the Reservoir 
on Lookout Hill, the lift being one hundred and seventy-five feet, 
in the morning, and in the latter part of the day into the line 
above referred to, as carrying the water through the water course 
into the Lake for ornamental purposes, the lift being one hundred 
and thirty-two feet. The water is turned into either of these 
lines, and by a third line directly into the Lake, the lift being 
sixty-eight feet, by stop-cocks under the control of the Engineer. 
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Much inconvenience and loss of water results from defective 
joints and connections of the water-pipe carrying the distribution 
through the Park, entailing besides much vata both in repairs 
and ie of water. 

The large Fountain at the Plaza has been used daily during 
the afternoon, throughout the summer and fall months, the dis- 


play being limited to four hours at the request of the Board of 


City Works, who control the supply to this Fountain. 

The water distribution has been carried by proper supply- 
pipes and connections to the Pedestrian Concourse, the Promen- 
ade Drive Shelter, and to the other small buildings and closets 
erected during the year. 

PLANTATIONS. 

Owing to the difficulty of obtaining soil in the neighborhood, 
the surface of ground worked over this year has been but meager ly 
supplied in this respect. 

Frequent cutting of the grass and growth of adjacent 
shrubbery will tend to a rapid exhaustion and deterioration of 
the soil, unless means are provided for resurfacing at an early 
day, or by annually supplying surface fertilization, give to the 
soil proper aid to sustain vegetation in its most desirable form. 

WASHINGTON PARK. 

Work on the Martyrs’ Memorial Tomb, which was interrupted 
by frost late in the preceding fall, was resumed in April last by the 
the contractors, Messrs. R. Ellen & Co.,and completed this year. 

A brick vault twenty-five by eleven feet, was made the final 
receptacle of the residue of the remains of the martyrs, which, 
owing to the delapidated and neglected condition of the old 
vault on Hudson avenue when taken possession of by the Cum- 
mission, were found in an unsatisfactory state. Many of the 
coffins were broken or defaced to such an extent as to render the 
work of completely restoring their contents and the reading of 
their labels or inscriptions impossible. 

New boxes were prepared, and into them the old coffins, with 
their contents, as far as possible, were placed and enclosed, and 
were carefully removed to Fort Greene on the morning of the 17th 
of June, at daylight, to avoid attracting unnecessary attention. 

The boxes were deposited in the vault, the opening closed, the 
vault covered with asphalt, and the surface restored. 

It was deemed to be unnecessary at the time to elicit any 
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public demonstration in connection with their removal, as a 
future dedication of the proposed monument, now foreshadowed, 
would seem to provide a fitting occasion for a final tribute to 
those of our seamen, soldiers, and citizens who fell victims to the 
cruelties of the British, on board their prison-ships at the Walla- 
bout, during the American Revolution. : 

The accompanying diagram illustrates the position of each 
of the twenty-two boxes now deposited in the tomb at Fort 
Greene, together with the inscriptions on the coftins, so far as it 
was possible to decipher them. 

It is-said that these remains represent in all some 12,000 of 
those who perished as heretofore stated, and whose removal to 
the former vault in Hudson avenue was made the oceasion of a 
grand funeral procession on the 26th of May, 1808. 

The history of the men who were confined, and who suffered 
and finally died in these floating dungeons, is here briefly related. 

During the Revolution the British had stationed at the Walla- 
bout, Long Island, nearly opposite the city of New York, a num- 
ber of prison-ships, on board of which it was the fate of Ameri- 
cans who had become prisoners of war to be placed. 

The principal of these were the “Jersey,” the remains of whose 
hulk were still to be seen some years ago on the Long Island 
shore, the “John,” the “Scorpion,” the “Strumbolo,” and the 
“ Hunter.” 

From these the remains .of the prisoners who died were re- 
moved from time to time, and deposited on the adjacent shores 
of the Wallabout. 

The indignity and careless disregard of all propriety with 
which the dead were disposed of, is proved by the condition in 
which their remains were subsequently found, pressed and 
crowded in every position in shallow pits, with scarcely eovering 
enough to protect them from the elements. 


CARROLL PARK. 

The walks of Carroll Park have been resurfaced by the Long 
Island Composite Asphalt Company, the previous surfacing by 
the Fiske Pavement Company having proved a failure. With 
this exception, no other work beyond that usually required for 
the maintenance and care of the Park has been done this year. 

No use has been made of this Park during the winter, for any 
purpose, by the public, and it is customary to close it during the 
months of December, January, and February of each year. 
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4 TOMPKINS PARK. 


No new work has been done on this Park. 

A limited display of flowers was made through the summer. 
The walks and plantations were kept in order by the mainte- 
nance force, and all needed police surveillance provided. 

The public in this neighborhood have taken considerable inter- 
est in the work and its preservation, and in the absence of a sub- 
stantial fence and gate to secure the grounds at night, much is 
due to the residents surrounding the Park for the watchful care 
and assistance rendered the keeper on that post. 


CITY PARK. 


The sum of ten thousand dollars having been appropriated by ! 


the Common Council for the improvement of City Park, the nec- 
essary plans were prepared and the work was commenced in July 
of this year. 

It was found to be desirable to work over the whole surface ; 
the lines of walks were rearranged and the grades modified, re- 
graded, and surfaced with tar concrete. 

Considerable filling was required to accomplish the object of 
the design. As a substitute for soil, street sweepings from the 
neighborhood were obtained at a great saving in hauling as com- 
pared with material to be obtained elsewhere, while fully answer- 
ing the purpose. 

For the final regulation of the surface, soil was procured from 
the East Side Lande: and this was put into condition at once Hus 
seeding and grass. 

A number Dy; the old trees, either dead or too unsightly to re- 
main, were cut out and replaced with younger and more desirable 
material. 

The appropriation was hardly sufficient to complete the work 
contemplated and desirable to be made, and a further appropria- 
tion for additional planting, drinking Potent and for the regu- 
lation of the surrounding slots should be made. 

The people of the neighborhood should manifest more concern, 
however, in carrying out the rules established for the preserva- 
tion of order, etc. 


OCEAN PARKWAY. 


‘Work was commenced on the Ocean Parkway in April of this 
year, and finished in December. 
The preliminary examination and sur veys were made during 
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the preceding winter. Plans and specifications were prepared, 


_and proposals for doing the work in two sections advertised for, 


the whole to be let to the lowest responsible bidders. The con- 
tractors who secured the work were Mr. Thomas McCann and 
Mr. John P. Cranford, for the first and second sections, respec- 
tively, the price of the first section being $17.94 per lineal foot, 
and the price of the second section being $9.70 per lineal foot; 
the marked difference in the price per foot in the two sections 
being due to the fact that the plan for the first section called for 
curb and gutter on the three roadways. 

The Parkway is to serve as a very desirable adjunct to the 
Park roads for the driving public of our city, besides giving 
character to the extended neighborhood through which it passes. 

It commences at the circle at the southwesterly corner of the 
Park, thence running westerly a distance of nine hundred and 
seventy-two feet, and turning to the south on a curve of three 
hundred feet radius, in a direct line to the King’s Highway in the 
town of Gravesend, a total distance of three and two-tenths miles. 

The width of the Parkway is two hundred and ten feet to the 
adjoining property lines, with jurisdiction vested in the Commis- 
sion over an additional thirty feet on each side. 

The plan consists of a central drive of seventy feet in width, 
on either side of which the main walk, thirty feet in width, is 
constructed. The remaining space is devoted to a side or traffic 
road, twenty-five feet in width, with a sidewalk of fifteen feet for 
general use, the main driveway, though substantially built, being 
designed for: pleasure-driving. 

The central road is constructed of well-selected gravel, fifteen 
inches deep, upon a suitably formed subgrade, as follows: 

Two layers of coarse gravel, six inches deep each, were sepa- 
rately applied and vompacted by rolling or otherwise, the larger 
stones raked out of the surface, upon which a three-inch layer of 
screened gravel was placed and thoroughly sprinkled and rolled 
until a proper surface was secured. 

Bluestone curb and gutter border the roadway on each side, 
and next to this, within and next to the gutter, a strip of cobble- 
stone paving nine feet in width is laid, as an additional safeguard 
against damage from excess of water, etc. 

The traffic roads were brought to an even subgrade and coy- 
ered with six inches of gravel, approved as to size and quality, 
curbed and guttered, and a strip of cobble pavement two feet six 
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inches wide, continued along the inner line of the gutter on each 
side. 

Within the main walks, soil one foot in depth has been placed 
on the sides, and the fifteen-foot”sidewalks covered with a two- 
inch layer of gravel. 

On the second section, the curb and gutter are omitted, and a 
gutter formed of cobble pavement four feet in width is substi- 
tuted. In other respects the manner of constructing the road- 
ways 1s the same. 

A six-inch water-pipe, with the necessary stop-cocks and hy- 
drants, was laid on the first section, extending from the Circle to 
within a short distance of the end of the first section, its purpose 
being to supply water needed for sprinkling the drives, horse- 
troughs, etc. 

Suitable provisions for connecting the Parkway with the future 
drainage system of the neighborhood have been made, but which 
for the present, for obvious reasons, are inoperative at points 
where the grades change materially from the surrounding bed 
of the country. tees 

Six rows of trees have been planted along the drives and main 
walks the entire length of the Parkway, at distances of thirty 
feet apart, as nearly and as uniformly as it was possible to 
arrange them. 

To secure desirable variety of these plantings, the varieties are 
arranged distinctly so as to present characteristics and contrasts in 
habit and foliage, as clearly as possible, for general observation. 

The following decidious trees were selected as altogether com- 
prehending the more desirable kinds for planting under the 
circumstances : 

Ulmus Americana, or..........American Elm, 
Ulmus Campetris, or..........-English Elm. 
Gymnocladus Canadensis, or.... Kentucky Coffee Tree. 
Acer plantanoides, or........... Norway Maple. 


Acer pseudo plantanus, or......Sycamore “ 
Acer-Saccharinum, or +...00...%. Sugar - 
Acer: Rubrumsore.s «3.455 ee cmcarien st 


These have been furnished by the contractors, planted, and 
suitably boxed to prevent damage from cattle or other animals. 

Sufficient reservation has been made from moneys due to the 
contractors for the work, to secure the replacing of trees that 
may die through the winter, or otherwise prove unsatisfactory 
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in the ensuing spring, and also to cover any extraordinary ex- 
pense of repair likely to occur within the time of acceptance of 
the work on the part of the Commission, provided for in the 
contract. 

EASTERN PARKWAY. 

The Eastern Parkway, so much of it as lies within the area of 
the east side Park lands, from the Plaza to Washington avenue, 
was commenced last year, and the work completed during the 
present summer. 

The planting of the Parkway in the several varieties of elm 
and maple is under contract to Mr. John Condon, of Brooklyn, 
and a part of this work is already done. 

From Washington avenue to the city line, the work, which is 
being done by contract with Mr. Thomas McCann, contractor, is 
in various stages of progress, and it is expected that it will be 
completed and opened for public use during the ensuing spring, 


DOUGLASS AND DEGRAW STREETS. 


The work of improving these streets was placed under the 
direction of the Park Commission by the Legislature of 1868, by 
petition of adjacent property-owners. 

The improvement consisted in grading, paving, and otherwise 
regulating Douglass street to a width of one hundred feet, from 
New York avenue to the city line, a distance of 7,945 feet, and 
Degraw street to a width of thirty-five feet, from New York 
avenue to the city line, a distance of 7,510 feet. 

These streets were put under contract as noted in a previous 
report last year, and have been satisfactorily completed by Messrs, 
Dillon & Smith, contractors. 

EAST SIDE LANDS. 

Contracts for grading and paving Park place and Butler street, 
from Washington avenue to Vanderbilt avenue, were awarded to 
Mr. John Leech and Mr. John P. Cranford, respectively. Park 
place was completed and work on Butler street far advanced at 
the close of the year, but the acceptance of the work was deferred, 
for prudential reasons, to the spring. 

The grading and paving of Underhill avenue from the Park- 
way to Prospect place was put under contract to Mr. William 
Sweeney, and but little work has been done at this time. 

The work of lowering the water-main in Underhill avenue, 
connecting the Reservoir with the Warren street pumping-en- 
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gine, made necessary by the grading of the avenue to conform to 
established city grades, has been done by the Park force in con- 
junction with the Board of City Works, and is now in progress, 

Large quantities of earth have been removed from the east 
side, and at a price much below the cost of moving it, in conse- 
sequence of the existing needs of contractors under contract with 
the city to fill the low ground in the western part of the city. 
Considerable portions of the ground have been cleaned of surplus 
material, and graded at a nominal cost, with a very desirable 
effect upon the property itself. 


STATISTICS OF FORCE. 
During the working season an average of 781 men were em- 
ployed, the largest number at any time in the year being 859. 
Active operations began April 2d, and were generally BUS: 
pended in September. | 


Statement showing the average number of force employed for 
the Months and Yeurs 8 noted. 
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During the year there were two hundred and seventy-one (271) 
working days, during which the larger part of the force was 
employed. 

The details of the force employed for the year, are as follows: 

1 General foreman. 
6 Barrow gangs. 
A portion of one at Fort Greene averages 12 men and 2 carts, 


“Work commenced on the Park in the latter part of June, 1866. 
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and one at City Park averages 25 men, 8 carts and 2 teams. 
Work on City Park began May 7th, and was suspended Oct. 3d. 
1 Cart gang, average 12 men and 87 carts. 
1 Team gang, average 7 men and 54 teams. 
1 Miscellaneous gang, average 29 men. 

Of this force, 13 men and 5 teams were required for the 
sprinkling and general maintenance of roads, and 25 men, 1 cart, 
and 4 horses for miscellaneous work; it being customary to in- 
crease or decrease the maintenance force as the necessities of the 
work and the limited fund required. 


MECHANICAL FORCE. 


1 Foreman of stone-cutters and stone and brick masons. 
52 Stone-cutters. 
12 Stone-masons. 

2 Bricklayers. 

1 Foreman of carpenters. 
15 Carpenters. 

1 Foreman of blacksmiths, 

2 Blacksmiths. 

3 Helpers. 


1 Foreman of rustic-work. 
3 Rustic carpenters. 
The gardening force, under the general direction of Mr. O. C. 
Bullard, was as follows: 
1 Foreman. 
8 Master gardeners. 
12 Skilled laborers. 
122 Laborers. 
KEEPER FORCE. 
1 Head keeper. 
1 Clerk. 
2 Wardens. 
44 Keepers. 
DISTRIBUTION. 
Prospect Park : 
2 Wardens. 
24 Keepers. 
Washington Park: 
4 Keepers. 
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City Park: 
2 Keepers. 
Carrol Park: 
2 Keepers. 
De Packs 
. 2 Keepers. 


hesienations: 6.2 7s kee 1 Keeper. 

Discharges \s oa est ewes 1 os 

NUSPCNSLONS A;s~ sphoaees None. 

Fines have been imposed instead of suspension for breach of 
discipline. 
Promotions. <5 1%). ts see None, 
ARRESTS. 

Fast driving oi. a. a eee sy sara op tigeeas 6 

Disorderly) 0). iia +. eae chem 42 
48 

Lost children returned to their homes, 4 

Sheltered sec. it cee ole caia'e ete 33 


A number of cases under the head of disorderly conduct were 
disposed of at the station by reprimand and caution, as were also 
part of the fast-driving cases. 

Those not so disposed of were sent to court and convictions 
obtained. 

The numbers sheltered consisted mainly of destitute persons. 


ACCIDENTS. 


Sunstroke, 3; none resulted fatally. 

Skating, 2; not serious. 

Carriage accidents, 101; none very serious except the one 
mentioned below. 


Deaths, 2; as follows: 

July 15th. A boy about seven years of ave found drowned in 
the Pool, near Trout Pond. 

July 28th. The infant child of Mr. Robert S. Fleet, of Wil- 
liamsburg, killed by being thrown from a carriage, the horses 
attached to which had run away. 

Animals umpounded., .\.cchewiewenen 27 
Mad tdogstkilleds co's. 0c eee ee 

Skating borenced December 23, 1872, and ended March 2, 

1878. “Total number of days of Rane 50. 


ho 
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PARADES. 
I VETS Cd SG ate, Scene seas ai 
PANEL VCP ceticguitic me giana viens 10. o's 0.0 ; 1 
ETD ga oR oe a 
Nes VBR: 2 ea el ele nn Pa 5 


Concerts, commencing May 31st, 22 for the season. 

Number of base-ball permits issued during the year, about 700. 

The picnic and family parties using the picnic woods during 
the season numbered several hundred. 


RETURN OF VISITORS FOR THE YEAR ENDING DE- 
_CEMBER ‘31st, (1873, ESTIMATED, 
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| y | te =) 
MONTHS. s D 3 se - 
| (at ic i S < 
4 = = eal eH 
Nee I ass 3 . 2 
QO ll PY MN al 
eee ae eat a5 
Jamvary...........| 39,039) 1,592) 105,624| 169,044) 315,299 
| | | 
Pepenary... 2... 52,617; 1,229) 59,479) 117,327) 230,751 
MO es. is | 235,448) 3,243, 94,888| 1,563) 335,087 
aE es os ss ..| 368,697 8,159 LORS his toned | 500,493 
| ¢ 
| 
Sl ae | 554,343) 9,399 372,560 ....... | 936,302 
| | | | 
ae, 5): a eee - 557,619] 8,136] 311,668|....... | 877,428 
TRIES le swe | 478,260 5,239} 269,864....... | 753,363 
| { 
WVOUB She vg sik a's | 416,115) 5,351) 277,975] 699,441 
| | | _ 
September. ....... | 493,458) 5,860, 220,446|..... 719,764 
| { | | 
| 
ete ber csc. 2% »+ 445,416, 6,050 170,210.....--./ 621,676 
| | | 
November. ... eal 301,863) 4,492] URS: ARR fe: 381,633 
| 
December..... ; 238,509] 4,447! 41,768) 28,689, 313,413 
61 197 2, 125,347) 316 1623 6, 684,645 
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Largest number of visitors on any one day, May 28th, 
(Sunday-school Union anniversary)............-.- 98,387 
Total number of visitors on Sundays ... ... ....... 1,761,804 


‘ PARK FURNITURE. 


One hundred and twelve iron-frame settees have been con- 
structed during the year, in addition to those already in use. We 
have of these, and other forms of construction for seating, the 
following : 

| PROSPECT PARK. 
lron-frame seats, 4 feet. long... .'..\.4.. . = «lee een 


i Be ees alee . 
eS ie (ERMINE SS - 2p 
Rustic seats, 6 aS ins ack ee eee re) 
Wooden seats, | 65. °° 02%. Caco. cite eee 
by te LB ee ab ave aa. oie gf ane nee ea 


CARROLL PARK. 
Iron-frame seats, 5 feet long... 04.2. .ty mnene eee 
Ss iY MEMOS Sr 
Rustic seats, 6. Ma 6 
WASHINGTON PARK. 
Tron-frame seats, 4 feet long........ 2s. > sme ene 


2 & 5 + es eaeep?@ee @¢ € a6 6 8 @ ¢ 6 ae 15 
z st fi “s f e€@@8 @ @@e@ 8 0 6 6 6 49 £1294 oe 64 99 
Rustic seats, Be SO igetels brent sie 1 


CITY PARK. 
Iron-frame seats, 5 feet long.........-.+++s¥ 2% 
= a i ins me s&e34enreef @ & os € e Te) Be) @ ¢)8)-¢8 18 no 


TOMPKINS SQUARE. 
Tron-frame seats, o feet long. eooeees # coerce eevee eae 6 


i ie 7 a BS ,-@esereereeeseeeeeeeeee 15 21 


cs 


The following is an exhibit of the numbers and varieties of live 
stock, birds, ete., of all kinds, belonging to the Commission : 














% 
Gin eat Gee i = ae SF See OE = See ees 
a Fe] . } fn an . wn al z . 
7) wa = we fa a) a g < 4 ies = n 
fq E = = ica) = i “ ao) < < a al 
S 5 co =) ica a ie ) = S ie =) = 
<a oO is pA | = a ie) N Ay O a 
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A variety of machinery, accumulated during the progress of 
construction, including derricks, gearing, and labor-saving ma- 
chines, the property of the Commission, are stored within the 
Park with little prospect of further use, and are likely to deterio- 
rate in value and usefulness, from exposure and want of use. 

The Commission owns a sufficient number of watering trucks 
to answer the requirements of this branch of maintenance work, 
upon which the horses belonging to the Commission are mainly 
employed during the fine weather of summer and fall. 

The following material has been purchased during the year for 
fertilizing purposes: — | 

501 Two-horse loads horse manure. 
2066 One-horse “ street “ (mainly used at City 
Park.) 
175 Two-horse loads of leaf-mold. 


DONATIONS. 


The following is a list of gifts to the Commission, and from 
whom: 
2 China geese, from H. Eggles, Brooklyn. 
1 Alligator, (since died) from Watson & Pettinger, Brook- 
lyn. 
1 Parrot, from A. Hodenphyl], Brooklyn. 
1 Brahma Bull, from G. W. Dow & Sons, Brooklyn. 
1 Deer, from J. T. Easton, Brooklyn. 
1 Calf, from Owen Cook, me 
2 Alligators, from E, G. Colton, Brooklyn. 
2 Eagles, from H. A. Fuller, Brooklyn, 
1 Eagle “ M. Myers, ey 
2Swans, “ IL. Delmonico, New York City. 
meee © kd: Apperly, oe Mf 


BOATING SERVICE. 


This service, inaugurated the previous year by a contract made 
with Mr. E. O’Brien, has continued under the same management. 
The season commenced April 27th, and was suspended for the 
year November 8th. The following statement by the lessee, 
Mr, E. A. O’Brien, shows the receipts and expenditures in con- 
nection with the boating service in the Park, from April 27th to 


November 11th, 1873: 
4 





Gross receipts....... yh hese Slaes Sore rae ‘aisle Se cm Ape Ome 
Expenditures : 

1 New 19-foot sail-boat.......... $425 00 
Painting and overhauling boats... 220 00 
Boagt-fttiness 275 ek. clot oe peace 133 55 
Miscellaneous articles....... Soar 14112 
Maintenance. o..\25 si ats se ee 14 50 

Wants. ce hakehyes siete eee 2.720 25 $3,654 42 

Balane.. 205. 5. 0.,59 oe eee $312 46 

Total number of passengers carried..........-.+-- 43,246 


Notwithstanding the apparently large number of passengers 
carried during the season, the organization of the service on Mr. 
O’Brien’s part entailed too large an expenditure for boats, equip- 
ments, and uniforms, to warrant the expectation of any profit for 
this year. He has, however, by supplying good boats and com- 
petent men, and by a careful personal supervision, made boating 
a popular feature of the Park attractions, and has given evidence 
of being competent to manage the business to the satisfaction of 
the Commission. 


THE CARRIAGE SERVICE. 


Three large vehicles designed to carry visitors about the Park 
were purchased by the Commission in the summer of 1872, and 
put into use for the public convenience with very satisfactory re- 
sults. A charge of twenty-five cents was made for the single 
tour of the drives, thus affording, under very pleasant cireum- 
stances, a comfortable ride of four miles and opportunities for 
seeing the most prominent features of the Park at small cost. 

Early in the spring the Commission disposed of the carriages 
and equipments to Mr. Isaac flarris, at a just valuation, and the 
turther administration of the service was assigned to him for a 
certain annual payment, as shown on the books of the Commission. 

The number of carriages was increased during the year to four, 
and the contractor has otherwise fairly met the public demands 
and satisfactorily complied with the terms of his agreement. 


PUBLIC USE OF THE PARKS. 


The liberal policy adopted by the Commission as regards the 
use of the Park and enjoyment of its resources by the public, has 
been justified by observation and experience. 
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The larger part of visitors are considerate and thoughtful of 
the license accorded them. Conspicious police surveillance, and 
the restraint and limitation naturally suggested thereby, is 
avoided as much as possible. 

_ The abuse of privilege comes from the vicious few and the 
- thoughtless.. 

Frequent petty thefts of flowers and shrubbery occur, and 
occasionally acts of wanton destruction of property and abuse of 
privilege are perpetrated, by those whose vicious cunning is sufti- 
cient often to enable them to elude the vigilence of the keepers, 
who are required in the discharge of their duties to patrol a large 
range. 

The violations of the ordinance against fast driving are less 
frequent, and the pleasure and safety of the roads, to timid and 
inexperienced drivers, as well as to the general public, greatly 
enhanced thereby. 

In the smaller parks, particularly, much embarrassment results 
from an insufficiency of keepers, the maintenance fund being too 
small to warrant the employment of such number of men as ex- 
perience and a proper regard for the best interests of the commu- 
nity seem to demand. 

For children especially the small parks afford pleasant and 
available resorts for out-door recreation in fine weather, and it is 
very important that all possibilities of danger and accident should 
be avoided, as well as annoyances and intrusions guarded against, 
by the employment ofa force of keepers sufficient to ensure all 
needed surveillance. | 

Fortunately, the number is not large of those who fail to 
recognize the value of order or who seek to abuse the freedom or 
make improper use of the privileges secured to all by the ordi- 
nances of the Commission, and it is hoped that there will be less 
complaint, and less reason for it, in the future, of annoyance from 
those whose misuse of their rights make them a nuisance to law- 
abiding citizens. 

The Park has happily come to be the popular resort for picnic 
gatherings of all kinds, church and school organizations, and 
social parties, making the use of the grounds more specially 
adapted to this purpose constant throughout the season of fine 
weather. 

The facility with which the grounds can be reached from all 
parts of the city, and the freedom from danger of accident so 


D2 


common to the transportation of large numbers of children, have 
no doubt added to the popularity of the Park in this respect. 

In addition to this, the Commission have provided, without 
charge, tables, seats, and swings, with needed water supply and 
proper police surveillance, so that added to the ordinary attrac- 
tions of the Park, it is believed that no similar accommodation 
exists that is at present available for such purposes. | 

During the year three hundred parties made use of the 
grounds in this way. 

On the 28th day of May the Sunday-schools a the 
Prospect Park Division, and numbering 23,000 children, held 
their anniversary exercises in the Park under the most favorable 
circumstances. Later in the season a picnic of Dr. Talmage’s 
Church was held, in which it is estimated 18,000 visitors par- 
ticipated. 

PARK CONCERTS. 


The regular concert season opened on Saturday, May 31st, 
with the band of the Twenty-third Regiment, N. G., under the 
leadership of "Mr. L. Conterno. 

Twenty-two concerts were given, the concluding concert of 
the season occurring on Satnrday, October 25th, 1873. 

It is believed that the concerts, in point of excellence of the 
performance and selection of music equal any out-door musical 
entertainment ever given in this country, and when the expense 
of the concerts is considered, asin relation to the large number of 
those who are directly ponent by them, tne ee if 
any is needed, is apparent to all. 


JOHN HOWARD PAYNE. 


A notable event of the year was the unveiling of the bronze 
bust of John Howard Payne, the author of “Home, Sweet 
Home,” at the site near the Dairy Cottage, on Saturday, the 
27th day of September. The ceremonies consisted of the pre- 
sentation of the bronze bust and base of granite on behalf of the 
Faust Club, by the Hon. Thomas Kinsella, its President, and its 
acceptance for the city by the Hon. J. 8. T. Stranahan, President 
of the Park Commission, in appropriate speeches; the unveiling 
by Mr. H. Baerer, the sculptor, and an ovation by the Hon. Wm. 
C. DeWitt, member of the club; the whole interpersed with 
suitable music, and singing by the public school children of the 
city of Brooklyn. 


Sa 
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An inscription on the base as follows : 


“To Joun Howarp Payne, 
Actor, Journalist, Dramatist, 
and the Author of 
‘Home, Sweet Home,’ 
This Monument is Erected by the Faust Club 
of the City of Brooklyn, 
1873," 


briefly records his characteristics, and but barely indicates the 
talent and breadth of mind possessed by this gifted American. 

Until this memorial was erected, he was while living, a stranger 
in a strange land, and dying on a foreign shore, his memory had 
almost perished, despite his authorship of the most pathetic and 
universally known song which has ever preserved or awakened 
the recollection of home. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Gabriel Harrison, an artist and author 
of this city, this monument was erected by the Faust Club of 
Brooklyn, composed of professional gentlemen, who sought in 
this way to perpetuate the name of John Howard Payne, as an 
author, journalist, and dramatist, with the hope that other organ- 
izations might emulate their example, and while enriching the 
public grounds by the addition of such works of art, would at 
the same time secure worthy recognition to many men of genius 
now sleeping in forgotten graves. 


ENGINEER CORPS. 


During the year the corps has been composed of: 
3 Assistant engineers. 
2 Levelers. 
4 Rodmen. 
18 Chainmen. 
3 Axmen. 


This force has been distributed over the several parks, and the 
Eastern and Ocean Parkways, under the charge of the Commission. 

Messrs. Thomas Stratford, John B. Duncklee, and T. P. 
Kinsley, assistant engineers; Mr. John Maguire, general fore- 
man in active charge of the labor force, and Mr. Wm. H. Spear, 
chief clerk, are commended to the Commission as faithful and 
intelligent assistants, whose long services render them valuable 
adjuncts in the thorough and economical administration of work. 
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METEOROLOGY. 


With my report will be found the usual synopsis of meteor- 
ology for the year, which is the result of regular and careful ob- 
servations. 

During the year a weekly statement has been supplied to the 
Board of Health of this city, by which they have been enabled 
to secure an interchange of similar statements with all the large 
cities throughout the Union, in connection with current statistics 
of general interest and of special value to the medical profession, 

Our instruments are few in number, though the best of their 
kind, and their capacity for observation is necessarily limited. 
An appropriation of $1,000 would enable us to perfect our obser- 
vatory and to secure results that in point of scientific usefulness 
would be all that could be desired in this city, while adding at 
the same time an interesting and instructive feature to the Park. 


METEOROLOGY TABLE, No. 1. 
Table showing the observed height of the Barometer monthly, for the 
year ending December 31st, 1873. 








MONTH, | MEAN MEAN | MEAN | MONTHLY 


| MAXIMUM! MINIMUM. 
VSioe ATTA. M/IAT2P.M AT OP. mM. 


| MEAN. 


DIFFERENCE 
OF RANGE 





January.....| 30.123 | 30.070 | 30.094 | 30.096 | 30.576 | 29.598 978 


February....| 30.011 | 29.960 | 30.010 | 29.994 | 30.474 | 29.245 | 1.999 








March. sa ere 29.985 | 29.942 | 29.989 | 29.972 | 30.618 | 29.2031) si voe5 
ADT tat seg sli eo. 901 29.925 “29.984 | 29.959 | 30.245 | 29.569 .676 
Mayisas nae 30.049 | 30.013 30.048 30,036 | 30.419 | 29.591 .828 
JUNG oe cne.- 30.042 | 30.113 | 30.022 | 30.059 | 30.400 | 29.659 74] 
ULV aw tea ewe 30.057 | 30.037 | 30.051 | 30.048 | 30.318 | 29,843 475 
August..... 30.097 | 30.079 | 30.096 | 30.091 | 30.366 29.861 505 
September ..| 30.121 | 30.090 | 30.119 | 30.110 | 30.411 | 29.750 .661 





October ....| 30.083 | 30.053 | 30.058 | 30.065 | 30.511 | 29.415 | 1.096 





November ..| 29.982 | 29.952 | 30.008 | 29.981 | 30.582 | 28.954 | 1.628 











December...| 30.167_| 30.116 | 30.133 | 30.139 | 30.616 | 29.460 | 1.156 














ENNIS EAA A eg eg ie atriasl av aie ode 6 Seis eon bdae’ 30.057 


gf See OMe Rete eta sone -\s ne aje ve Osa tied Sk UCR 
. tia egg RS ag cee eee Mer agit eels icte @ Siteust § fee OCU oLE 
Annual mean of 1,095 observations.................5. 30.046 
eeu, 7 A) Ms March 6th. )........0....; ene ar cr gU-.OLG 
Minimum, November 18th............. Ratt ale ass eee eee ODA 
LRT eI a te Seta ete isis Ser ich eee eit ae cae tO 


METEOROLOGICAL TABLE, No 2. 


Table showing the state of the Thermometer monthly, for the 
year ending December 31st, 1873. 


















































| & 

MONTH, MEAN | MEAN MEAN |MONTHLY 5 E A oS 

1873. TAM. f 2P. Mo 9 P.M. | MBEAN. 4 Z 3 = 

3 fees 2 | Ge 

January ....| 23.16 28.93 26.29 | 26,13 | 51. 5. 56. 
February ....| 23.78 29.87 28. ZU. 21 52. 3.50 55.50 
Mati oweve.st 00.90 37.66 33.90 34.15 52.50 8. 44.50 

April. 1.1.) 42.64 | 49.96" | 44.12] 45.57 | 63. 32. ai: 

Mayo esse... | 54.48°| 62.84 | 55. 57.44 | 86.50 | 37.50 | 49. 

dame <+.....| 66.38 | 75.03 | 66.72 | 69.37 | 93. | 50. 43. 

DEY canst se 12.05 | 79.42 | 72.64 | 74.70 | 90. | 59. | al. 

Augnst..... | 68.06 | 75.42 | 69.37 | 70.95 | 89. 55. | 34, 
September ..| 60.83 | 69.45 | 63.30 | 64.52 | 87. 42.50 | 44.50 
October.....| 49.95 | 59.82 53.54 | 54.43 71.50 Sale 39,50 
November sa). 30.08 | 40.08 | 36.18 | 36,45 57. 20.50 36.50 
December...| 32.02 oS eead 85.23 | 35.07 | 62.50 Lites 45.50 
ear AAO on, Wiese sien diye s's devs se ves eee 46.44 
y 2G na Ge tun ee ee 0 OSE 
* a REE ae cole RR eee a 6s) x Detice o'alere ole & . 48.69 
Ajinual mean of 1,095 observations.<..:.............--. 49.67 

SemEPMEIR TANT) UNG PULP sty. cy cpr eS es 4s 's.0 «Seis nip 's ley wes Wee BE 

Miro? J aNilar yb peel ye eos a e's i oh ea rem E 


PREDOR Fs aie Sadivtiss < « o,ere © 8 6 3 6 6 60s sb wh 0 08 6 2 Oxe 6 ¢ Oe oO ee eo 6 98, 


METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3. 
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Table showing the duration and fall of Rain monthly during the 
| year ending December 31st, 1873. 








January .... 


February... 


DULY eine sie 
August..... 
September .. 
October .... 
November .. 


December... 


NO. OF DAYS ON 


WHICH RAIN]| 
OCCURRED. 

















DAYS. |HOURS.| MIN 
3, S82 fp 
3 si Be 
3 Le 53 
4 0 | 45 
5 6 ails ei6 
le OER 
2 Ce 
4 5 9 
PLL st 19 
2 6 | 44 
3 ea pe 
5 "7 

40°} our) | 748 


DURATION. 
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TOTAL 
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